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COUNTRY PROFILE

Honduras
In Honduras, Feed the Future is targeting investments in specific regions for maximum impact. These statistics reflect the realities of

Honduras and the results of Feed the Future’s work there.

POPULATION

1.5
Million

Number of people living
in Feed the Future target

regions

POVERTY

41.2
Percent

Percentage of people
living in poverty in Feed
the Future target regions

STUNTING

40.2
Percent

Percentage of children
under 5 suffering from
stunting in Feed the
Future target regions

RURAL

46
Percent

Percentage of population
living in rural Honduras

(World Bank, 2014)

GDP

3.5
Percent

Annual GDP growth;
agriculture accounts for
13.8% of added value
(World Bank, 2014)

FARMERS

25.5
Thousand

Producers using new
technologies and

practices with Feed the
Future’s help in FY14

SALES

$24
Million

New income earned by
Feed the Future farmers
in FY14 from agricultural

product sales

NUTRITION

38.5
Thousand

People trained in child
health and nutrition in

FY14

LAND

27.2
Thousand

Hectares tended with
improved technologies or
management practices in

FY14

INVESTMENT

$1
Million

New private investment
leveraged by Feed the

Future in FY14

Approach

Honduras has experienced a moderate recovery since the 2008-2009 global economic downturn. Despite this encouraging
trend, economic gains over the past several years have largely favored the middle and upper classes, leading to greater
income disparity in the country. Poverty and undernutrition continue to rob many Hondurans of the opportunity to lead a
productive life, stunting the development trajectory of the next generation. More than 1.7 million Hondurans live below the
national poverty line, with more than 20 percent living on $1.25 a day or less, and are without access to basic services such
as clean water, energy and infrastructure (only 20 percent of the roads in Honduras are paved).

The lack of basic services exacerbates poor health and sanitation, particularly in rural areas, where 70 percent of Honduras’s
poor reside. Forty percent of children in rural western Honduras, where Feed the Future works, are stunted.

Honduras is also one of the most vulnerable countries on the planet to climate change, which exacerbates poverty and food
insecurity and makes subsistence agriculture more difficult. The agriculture sector stands as the top source of income for the
poor in Honduras, providing opportunities for economic growth and adaptation and mitigation.

Strategy
Goal: Reduce prevalence of poverty in Feed the Future target regions by 20 percent.

2012 baseline: 41.2 percent●

https://www.feedthefuture.gov/country/honduras
https://www.feedthefuture.gov/country/honduras
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2017 target: 32 percent●

How we calculate●

Goal: Reduce prevalence of stunting in children under 5 years old in Feed the Future target regions by 20 percent.

2012 baseline: 40.2 percent●

2017 target: 32 percent●

How we calculate●

To achieve its goals, Feed the Future is making key investments to:

Build government capacity to promote food security●

Improve nutrition status for mothers and children●

Increase production of horticulture and coffee among the poor and enhance the competitiveness of these value chains●

Strengthen the resilience of vulnerable populations●

Feed the Future is focusing its efforts in targeted regions and value chains to maximize impact:

Value Chains

Horticulture●

Coffee●

Corn●

Beans●

Target Regions

Six western-most departments (population approximately 1.5 million):

La Paz●

Intibucá●

Lempira●

Ocotepeque●

Copán●

Santa Bárbara●

Program Highlights
Nutrition. Feed the Future is providing nutrition education and messaging campaigns in Honduran communities with high
rates of undernutrition, teaching adequate breastfeeding practices, and promoting improved diets. Through home
improvements such as potable water and fuel-efficient cook stoves, Feed the Future is helping families reduce diarrheal and
respiratory diseases, which contribute to high stunting. These investments are yielding encouraging results. As of September
2014, the prevalence of underweight children younger than 2 in targeted communities was reduced by 56 percent, compared
to the 2011 baseline. 

Climate-Smart Development. Many of the families suffering from extreme poverty and undernutrition in Honduras live in
the Dry Corridor, an area with dry and variable climatic conditions. Climate change is expanding its geographic breadth.
Producers in the Dry Corridor are experiencing higher variability in daily temperatures and increased water deficits. Without
cultivation methods that address these challenges, farmers could see yields of their staple crops drop by a third in the next
decade. Feed the Future helps farmers in Honduras mitigate and adapt to climate change by using improved techniques and
planting material. Feed the Future also encourages the use of renewable energy by promoting private investment and
helping the Honduran government create incentives through regulatory system reform. Additionally, Feed the Future invests
in small renewable energy projects in isolated communities that are not connected to the national electric grid.

Gender Integration. Feed the Future is making headway in helping communities close gender gaps in Honduras,
particularly through its U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) projects in the country. Of all USAID beneficiaries
in Honduras, 48 percent are female, and 20 percent of Feed the Future farmers are women—an increase from 18 percent in
2013. Feed the Future provides technical assistance, technologies and crop selection that best address women’s constraints
in agriculture. Feed the Future provides training to women on growing herbs and vegetables in home gardens, farming fish,
and using improved technologies. USAID is helping remove traditional barriers to male participation in family health. This is
helping communities understand that caregiving activities are not exclusive to women.

http://agrilinks.org/blog/setting-targets-poverty-reduction
http://agrilinks.org/events/overview-ftf-target-setting-stunting-underweight
https://www.feedthefuture.gov/country/honduras
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Scaling Innovation. Feed the Future in Honduras is focusing on scaling two proven technologies to help smallholder
farmers: healthy homes (installing home improvements such as cement floors, improved stoves and potable water) and
small-scale drip irrigation. As of September 2014, irrigation technology was scaled up to more than 5,000 growers.

Coffee Rust Response. Feed the Future is supporting regional institutions to help countries like Honduras respond to the
coffee rust outbreak. At the national level, Feed the Future is providing direct assistance through USAID to approximately
16,000 coffee growers in Honduras to help them recover from coffee rust by diversifying their sources of income, increasing
yields, and accessing better markets. The project is scaling a package of basic practices that help farmers increase coffee
yields as well as solar coffee dryers, which add value to coffee and increase access to higher-value markets. In 2014, Feed
the Future tripled the number of solar dryers available to farmers. Feed the Future also facilitated partnerships with exporters
and helped 2,000 farmers secure higher coffee prices. 

Results

Results by the numbers*
25,500 farmers and other producers applied new technologies and management practices for the first time last year●

with Feed the Future’s help.
Producers applied improved technologies and management practices on more than 27,200 hectares of land with Feed the●

Future’s help last year.
Feed the Future-supported farmers and producers increased the value of their agricultural product sales last year by more●

than $24 million.
Feed the Future leveraged more than $1 million in new private investment in food and agriculture in Honduras.●

Feed the Future helped train nearly 38,500 people in child health and nutrition.●

Key achievements*
Feed the Future has helped 180,000 people in Honduras increase their incomes by an average of 55 percent since 2012.●

Incomes for 22,787 families, approximately 125,000 people, nearly doubled from an average of $0.62 per person per day in●

2012 to $1.21 per person per day in 2014.
The prevalence of underweight children under 2 years old has decreased by 56 percent in 230 communities in Feed the●

Future target regions since 2011.

*What you need to know about these results
These results reflect information from USAID, the U.S. Departments of Agriculture and the U. S. Department of Treasury
(through the International Fund for Agricultural Development and the Global Agriculture and Food Security Program),
reported into Feed the Future’s central monitoring system for FY2014. For more information on the indicators above, please
view our FY14 Feed the Future progress report. All dollar amounts are listed in U.S. dollars. 

Opportunities

Honduras is a land of great potential. Agriculture remains the primary engine for rural incomes and investment, generating
38 percent of all employment and 60 percent of rural employment. With a modest national growth of 3.5 percent in 2014,
agriculture contributed almost 14 percent of the gross domestic product (GDP) and an important share of total exports.

In its Country Investment Plan, the Government of Honduras aims to realize this potential by reducing poverty and food
insecurity through partnerships and strategic investment. The government seeks to reduce the number of rural families living
in poverty by 10 percent through continual and sustained inclusive growth of agricultural GDP, with a focus on income
distribution and inclusion of the rural poor.

Looking for opportunities to work in our Feed the Future countries? Visit the opportunities tabs on our Research and Civil
Society pages.

If you’re a private sector company interested in a partnership with Feed the Future agencies in the areas of food security
and nutrition in Honduras, use our interactive online tool to learn more, register your partnership ideas with us and get
connected to a partnership expert who can help address your interest. 

http://feedthefuture.gov/progress
http://feedthefuture.gov/research
http://feedthefuture.gov/civilsociety
http://feedthefuture.gov/civilsociety
http://feedthefuture.gov/private-sector-engagement-hub
http://www.feedthefuture.gov/partnership#/
https://www.feedthefuture.gov/country/honduras
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Activities

Feed the Future supports the following programs, partnerships and organizations in Honduras.

ACCESO Activity●

Central America Agribusiness and Logistics Regional Program●

CGIAR Impact Evaluation●

Coffee Rust Support●

Feed the Future Innovation Lab for Collaborative Research on Grain Legumes●

Feed the Future Innovation Lab for Collaborative Research on Horticulture●

Feed the Future Innovation Lab for Collaborative Research on Integrated Pest Management●

Food Security and Policy Effectiveness Regional Program●

Regional Trade and Market Alliances Regional Program●

Renewable Energy PODER (Fondo Hondureno de Inversion Social)●

U.S.-Brazil-Honduras trilateral agreement●

USAID-Alliance for the Dry Corridor Activity●

USDA Food for Progress Program●

USDA McGovern-Dole Food for Education Program●

USDA Regional Sanitary and Phytosanitary and Market Information Systems Program●

Target Regions Funding

http://www.usaid-acceso.org/about.aspx
http://feedthefuture.gov/article/feed-future-innovation-labs
http://feedthefuture.gov/article/feed-future-innovation-labs
http://feedthefuture.gov/article/feed-future-innovation-labs
http://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases/us-and-brazil-partner-honduras-promote-food-security
http://www.fas.usda.gov/regions/western-hemisphere/honduras
http://www.fas.usda.gov/regions/western-hemisphere/honduras
https://www.feedthefuture.gov/country/honduras

